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The Program

For over thir‘tg years, UMass Boston’s Asian American Studies Program has offered intellectua”g~c|1a”enging,
emotiona”g~engaging, cultura”5~responsive instruction in the classroom with holistic Practices of mentoring,
communit5~building, service~leaming, and advocacg to address the social and academic needs of students as well as
the critical caPacithJuilding needs of local Asian American communities. The program offers the most Asian
American Studies courses, Facultg, and community linkages of any university in New England. The program's alumni
include teachers, social workers, health care Providers, business entrepreneurs, and leaders of local Asian American
community organizations. By grounding our curriculum, teaching, and applied research in the realities of local Asian
American communities and bg respecting the knowledge and bilingual/bicultural skills that many UMass Boston
students bri ngto the classroom, the AsAmSt Program creates Powencul Iearning environments for all students to gain
critical understanding about the historical experiences, voices, contemporary issues, and contributions of diverse
Asian Populations inthe U.S. Graduate students from any area who have Asian American Studies interests can serve
as teaching/ research assistants, mentors to undergraduates, and sPecial Projec’c developers for the program.
AANAPIS! students from Bunker Hill Community Co”ege and high school students in UMass Boston's Pre—co”egiate
programs or those from Par‘tneri ng communi’cy 5ou’ch programs are encouraged to take advantage of AsAmSt’s
learning OPPor‘tunities. Community members and organizations as well as alumni Par‘ticipate in our activities in short-
and long—term ways. Since 2010, UMass Boston has been the only research universitg in New England designated
and funded 133 the U.S. Department of Education as an Asian American Native American Pacific Islander Serving,
Institution (AANAPIS]).



Ccicbrating our 2018-2019 Graduates in Asian American Studies

We Proudig celebrate cigiit undcrgraduatcs who have Fu”g comPieted our six-course Program~01c~study
rccluircmcnts in Asian American Studies: Nelson Ciicung, Sam l:adrigaian, Maryiou Francisco, Parmita
Gurung, Hang Diem Thi Piian, Channeit Som, Thu Theresa Anh Tran and Megan Truong, Tiicy are the
newest among 117 AsAmSt concentrators since 2000. We also recognize Peniismanang Kan and Zainab
Saicjwaia, two graduatc students who have been cioscig affiliated with Asian American Studies Prior to
and tiirougii comPiction of their master’s dcgrccs in Transnational Cultural Communitg Studies (TCCS).
Simiiarig, we offer fresh congratuiations to many dozens of other gra&uating students who have learned

from and contributed to AsAmSt courses and Prcy'ccts as Part of their cducationaijourncgs at UMDB.

Gratitude a/ways to our students, faculty, statt, alumni, and commun/’zy partners and to the AANAFISI-
funded Asian American Student Success Frogram for generous AASSF support and assistance! SPccfa/
appreaé tion to alumni Phil Le and Phoumara Nuon for ﬂa/t/zfu//y dona ting again to this year’s gmdua tion,
and to alumnus Chris Ward and partner, Irene Li, the James Beard Rising Star Chet of Mei Mei
Restaurant, for their Double Awesome contribution. Facing yet another year of UMB 6uq’gct constraints
and conflicts, we csloccﬂa//y alolorcc/a te our support from the School for Global Inclusion and Social

De vc/olomcnt and Co//cgc of Education and Human Dcvc/olomcnt

Chancellor’s Awards for Distinguished Teaching are among the higi'lest honors that UMB icacuitg can ever
achieve. In 2019, Karen Sugemotojoins Si‘liriey Tangas the second woman of color in UMB iaist‘org to gain such
recogpition, while Paul Watanabe has received the Chancellors Award ForDistinguishcci Service and Peter Kiang
has received both the Disti nguishcci Tcaching and Service Awards. Ti"ioug]w ciecp[g treasured, we note that the
iconographg of the award — the university’s seai, based on the Massachusetts state seal — is also clecpiy divisive in

its clcPiction of Algonquian incligenous presence under the sword of the revoiutionary settler colonists. The
award is weigi-ity in many ways, as its wearer is well-aware. Meanwi-iiie, the subtle, textured shades of brown in the
middle image show one of scverai, Frec]uentiy wet cciiing tiles in the Asian American Studies Program office inthe
Phillis thaticg buiicling (2nd floor, Room 097, and the rainbow-tinted image on the right 5imiiarig shows the area
above a missing cciiing tile where water Frequentig clrips from the floor above our office cluring i-neavg rains. Within
our AsAmSt Program space, we Prouclig but Pragmaticaiig Proclucc more than our share oﬂ:listinguishcd
’t:caching/ research/service moments each year, yet aiwags, as these images suggest in both concrete and
conccP’cuai ways, with consideration for the realities and limitations of hist‘org and structure, time and Piacc.



Program~o{:~5tuc|3 in Asian American Studies

Nelson J Chcung €T

| am a second generation Chinese American. Both my Parents immigrated from Hong Kong to New
Hampshire where I was born. After a few months, my Parents moved to Boston and we settled near

Chinatown where | sPent most of my childhood.

When I first came to UMass Boston, | honestlg did not know of the existence of the Asian American
Studies Program. It was thanks to a friend bg the name of Kim Soun Ty who suggestecl that | take
Southeast Asians in the US (AsAmSt 2251) with Professor Shirley Tang that | realizedjust how amazing
the Asian American Studies Program is. | ended up taking two more courses taught bg Professor Tang,
Cambodian American Culture and Communitg (AsAmSt 270) and Asian American Media Literacy
(AsAmSt 370). Shortly afterwards | had to take some time off from UMass Boston due to Personal fife
issues, but when | returned to UMB with three semesters left, I took an AsAmSt course in each of my last
three semesters. Boston Asian-American Communities (AsAmSt 4231), Asian American Cu ltures and
Health Practices (AsAmSt 345) and lastlg, Asians in the United States (AsAmSt 2231). Somewhere
between talcing my last two courses, | was made aware of the six-course Asian American Studies Program-
oF~Study. UPon comPletion, I was met with relief, simplg because I was happg to grac{uate. Buta part of

me is also a little sad because it feels like I'm closinga large chapter of my life.



In all the years that sPent at UMass Boston, | never tru lg looked forward to any class as much as 1 did an
AsAmSt class. The ProFessors are Friendlg, engaging, and very understanding. Being a part of the
AsAmSt Program taugnt me to see my community in a different light. For example, despite living near
Chinatown, I never looked into Chinatown's historg. J alwags saw Chinatown as simplg a Place to nang out
after school or grab a quiclc and cheap bite. Now I see Chinatown as that and so much more. Chinatown is
a Place of growth and struggle inits own rignt, with rich historical events and hidden cultural aspects.
Thanks to Peter Kiang's course, Boston Asian American Communities, | was shown parts of Chinatown

that I would Probably never have known about in my lifetime.

Asian American Cultures and Health Practices was another course that rea“g imPacted how I view health
habits. One tningl alwags do now is warn my friends who have that Asian glow that tneg shouldn't drink
because tneg have a nigher risk for certain types of cancer. But more imPortantlg, Asian American Health
allowed me to revisit one of the reasons why J stepped away from UMass Boston for a Perio& of time, and
analgze how that event may have occurred. This event was my father's Passing. Prior to this event I did a
video Project on my father for a different AsAmSt course, Asian American Media Literacg. This is another
unexPected tningl am thankful for with the Asian American Studies Program. Because of that class, | was
able to have the most recent Footage of my healthg father before he became bed-ridden by his illness.
And for that I'm very gratmcul to Professor Snirley Tang who gave me that Precious oPPortunitg. The
Asian American Studies Program has been the best tning ever to nappen to UMass Boston, and 1 am
nappg that I was able to attend and be a Part of the recent §Otn year anniversary ga”ery. | hoPe that the

Program continues to foster the Promising UMass Boston communitg and prospers inits greatness.

As arecent graduate, lam currentlg [ooking to start my career. At the moment I'm nones‘clg not sure how
my learning in AsAmSt will be useful in my future line of work. However, I know for a fact that I will continue
to sPread the word and look out for my friends and their health habits. For now, I can deﬁni’cely say that
will visit the Asian American Studies Program here and there. If my Promcessors will allow it, Pernaps I will sit

in on afew classes and, if capable, be a guest sPeaker.

S.AM. chcs Faclrigalan

Iam a 1.8 generation FiliPinx~Amcrican. I was born in the Pnilippines and raised in America. Ever since |
could remember, my parents had me immersed in the Philip ine culture in Massachusetts. That meant that
I got to see my Philippinc relatives often, went to lskwelanang PiliPino (PniliPPine Cultural school), and
danced in traditional PniliPPinc dance comPanics. Altnough I have trouble sPcalcing my home country’s
languagc (Tagalog), I continue to have a strong sense of my cultural identitg and love for my ethnic

community.



Before | was introduced to Asian American Studies, the way | viewed mHSCI‘F in terms of ethnic icientitg and

my Piace within the FiiiPinx community was full of insecurities. 1 used to c]uestion if 1was “true” to my ethnic
backgrounci since | couldn’t sPeaic my native ianguage. I was told that my looks didn’t match PiﬁiiiPPine
beautg standards and that I was disregarding cultural exPectations. During my first Asian American
Studies class on Asian Women in the US, | discovered how imPortant it was to think more deeplg about my
ethnic identitg and how to hold it with Pride rather than with discomfort. Asian American Studies i’ICiPCd
give me the motivation to reactivate the FiiiPinx Cultural Club on campus and has fed my Passion in
mentoring and teaching. Asian American Studies ciwa“enge& me in a way that | never ti’iougi—it Possible.
This program has i’lCiPCd me feel grou nded in my studies and has carved a career Path that I am

Passionate for.

This program heiped me discover where | want to take my future career and how to aPProach it. Asian
American Studies has taugi’it me how to interact with different communities, analyze social environments
with a critical and mindful eye, and how to claim the power of my own voice. | am aiming to be involved in
programs and non~Pr01cit organizations that include mentoring youtiw from AAPI or LGBTQ+ communities.
I will use what I've learned in Asian American Studies to teach others the imPortance of self-reflection and

community beionging and engagement.

I would like to thank the Asian American Studies Program and their increciibig harciworkingand insPiring
Facuity for Playinga huge role in teaching me the imPor'tance of cultural identitg and communitg.



Maria Lourdes “Marylou” C. Francisco

lama Filipina who immigrated to America in 1983. | came with the aspirations of my mother for a better life.
My life growing up here, however, was a stark contrast from my Protected and stable childhood in the
PhiliPPincs, being the onlg child. with all that 1 have gone tl‘irougl‘r in my teens, 20s, 30s and even 40s, the
Pursuit of higher education never left me, despite rePeated delays, starts and stops.



As a non-traditional student, attending UMass Bostonwas a good fit. 1 started in SPringl989. | was
among worlcing adult students whose Passions include activism, communit9~building, learriirig and, self-
reformation and reclamation. At that time, there were OI’)IH a handful of Asian American Studies courses
offered and, if I recall correctlg, Dr. Peter Kiang taught them alll In each AsAmSt course that | have
taken, I found my voice and my relevance. | served the UMB community in studentgovernment asa
student senator and created liice~long alliances. After a long absence from UMDB, coming to campus to
celebrate the 30th Annivcrsarg of the Asian American Studies Program rc~ignitcd my desire to comPlctc

my own undcrgraduatc dcgrce. An&, here I am.

As an Asian American, | never lost sight of the lessons gaincc{ from past generations who made their way
to the land of the free and the home of the brave. For cxamPlc, my decision to become a United States
citizen came as a result of watchirig the oral historg of an older Asian woman who wanted to be counted;
she wanted to be able to vote. 1 am majoririg in Women, Gender and Scxualitg Studies with a Program~01c~
Stuég in Asian American Studies. With each concentration | have learned to listen for and demand the
voices of the unheard. Thus 1Car, my career Path has taken me through the medical/healthcare field. 1

know that new roads are ahead.

Parmita Gurung, (IRATEr ITS)

Iam a 1.8 generation NePali American womxn graduatingwith a Bachelor’s clegree in Sociologg anda
Program~omc~stud5 in Asian American Studies. At the core, I am the eldest daughter, chhori of two driven
immigrant parents who've instilled in me the values of communitg, hard work, and humilitg. lam an older
sister, did’to a Fierg, charminglg gooFg, and inquisitive young lacly, Jess. | recognize that 1am a chhorinot
only to my Parerits, but also my aunties, uncles, and grandparents who've suPPorteA my learnirig and
educationjoumeg. lama didinot onlg to my younger sister, but also the 1st- 2nd generation immigrant
5outh in transnational communities navigating American cu lture and institutions while staying true to their

heritage.

For the majoritg of my life in academia, 1 felt the need to comPromise my sense of identitg and home. In
SPring 2016, I took my first AsAmSt course, Southeast Asians in the US with Dr. Peter Kiang and the rest
is historg. For the first time in a longtimc, I was thrilled to learn again. The curriculum wasn’t anything like 1
exPcricncc& in Ncpal’s education system, ccrtainly I’]Otl"liﬂg like my ten years in the Boston Public Schools,
nor my first yearin higher education. AsAmSt gave me the space to reflect deeplg and hones‘cly with
mgselic. Upon reflection, I articulated how my involvement in communities and organizations doirig
grassroots work led me to selic~discovcr9, cmPowcrment, and hcaling. AsAmSt gave me the tools and
Platicorm to sPcalc my truth and share my story. | realized that 1 was not alone in my i:ight; | realized the
power in numbers. AsAmSt, AASSP, and ASC gave me oPPortunitics to educate and advocate. I learned
to reclaim my narrative through storﬂtc”ing, creating art, Facilitatingworkshops, events, and classes while

advocating for the voice, space, and rights that AAPI and imm igrant communities deserve.



| gaincc{ claritg in my idcntit9 as a South Asian American womxn and the systems of power and inequitg

that govern America. | realized I was mcrely getting bg, keePing my head down and quictlg navigating
around institutions designec{ for the success of cis white men. | became hypcnawarc of this duri ng my
intcrnship at the State House, exacerbated by the rcality of the Political climate. still, 1am grat@cul for
Linda’s Asian Women in the US course for encouragjng me to applg for this Fc“owship. With the Asian
American Women’s Political Initiative, 1 learned to channel my anger and resist in more Productivc ways,
one of which is through art. | believe my Passion for Filmmakinggrew stronger while cralcting my digital
story in Dr. ShirICH Tang's Asian American Media Literacy course. | continued to use gilmmaking asa
communicative and emPowering tool to reach stakeholders in effective ways; “moving images move People
to make movements” will alwags stick with me because | cxPcricncecl it firsthand. Tri inspirec{ me to
exPeriment with different art media and alwags follow through with intention and imPact. Now, | see how
intrinsica“g art, activism, and Politics are tied. 1 am in the process of organizing a digital collective space
for other NePali 3outh to create and share thoughhprovoking content addressing socia ljustice issues
and realities that generate discourse and change. I hoPe these Prcy’ects will ultimatelg strengthcn

communitg/gamilg relationships and bridge intergenerational gaps among NePali transnational vi”ages.



When thinl(ing about Post~grad Plans and the future, 1 often consider what a luxu y itis to be able to take
the time to soul search for a deeper purpose and fulfillment while our immigrant/ re]cugec Parents had to
make ends meet for survival. 1 am grat@cul to Kim and Chu for mentoring me through this process of next
steps. For youth of color and of low socioeconomic status, itis esPecia”y critical for them to feel a strong
sense of community, bclonging, and idcntitg ina country that makes them feel othered. Itis in the
rcsilicncg of educators with cu ltura”g rcsPonsive Pedagogies that their students become future
community organizers, Policgma kers, and educators themselves. It is because of UMass Boston’s Asian
American Studies Familg and community that| asPirc to pursue a career in education. | commit to shapinga
transformative educational cxPcricncc to hclP nurture the next wave of leaders to thrive and give back to

underserved communities in their own unique ways.

Hang Diem Thi Phan

I am a second generation Vietnamese American woman born and raised in Boston, Massachusetts. | was
brought up Primarilg bg my mom, a northern Vietnamese women who left her home with her two sisters
from Hanoi to Hong Kong to Texas, and then Fina”g, Massachusetts. My mom has been a single parent
for most of my life, which meant that she was the onlg person Providing a source of income for my sister
and me. With her worlcing cluite often, I'was looked after bg my Americanized cousins, which in due time,
felt that taPPcc{ in my "American” side rather than my "Vietnamese" side. Du ring the summer of my
sophomorc year of high school, 1 had the o Portunitg to work as a teacher's assistant at a Vietnamese
community center in Dorchester, called Viet-AID. Fceling disconnected from my Vietnamese roots, | didnt
realize how much of a culture shock it was for me to be around so many Vietnamese folks every dag. After
that summer at Viet-AID, | couldn't help but feel like 1 needed to know more about my Familg, my roots,
and/or my idcntitg. When I entered UMass Boston as a nursing student, I still felt disconnected, which
ultimatclg affected my gradcs as well. with the helP of the Asian American Student Success Program, |
was cncouragcd to take my first Asian American Studies course, and little did 1 know that it would cha nge
my life.

When I took Southeast Asians in the US, it oPer\ed my eyes to a war that affected the lives of my {:amilg
members. It also oPened a conversation | had with my mom about her exPeriences with the war and her life
in general. Tlﬁrouglﬁ Asian American Studies classes, | have been able to learn more about the histories of
my gamilg and the communities around me, as well as my i&entitg as a Vietnamese American woman. At a
youngage, | was alwags fascinated bg health care and knew I wanted to Provi&e carefora living, 50
tlﬂougl'ﬂ: that nursing would be a goocl fitfor me. After learning more about the ?ielcl, and being more
immersed into the Asian American Studies Program, | decided to change majors to Exercise and Health
Science, with the intent oggoing into Public health. Through my Asian American Studies classes, I have
learned about various health clisparities that are targeted towards Asian Americans, and also recent

immigra nts and refu gees.



lam currcntlg worlcing as a clinical research assistant for head and neck related cancers. Within the next

few years, | want to obtain a Masters of Public Health, sPecializing in ePiclcmiologtj. Through my
exPeriences at UMass Boston, the Asian American Student Success Program, and the Asian American
Studies Program, | want to combat the various health disparities that target minorities in order to lessen
the 23p within health care. Although lam not Airectly gjving care to People, | hoPe that through research, |
am able to develop programs and sPread lcnowledge that I have learned from my Asian American Studies
classes. The Asian American Studies Program gave me an outlet to not onlg be mgselmc, but to be able to
explore the lagers of my identitg. I am forever grateicul for the love and suPPort from the Prof:essors and

icacu[tg within the Asian American Studies Program and the Asian American Student Success Program.

Thank you.

Channeit Som ( & HSNS)

Pma queer, second generation Khmer/Cambodian American from Lynn, MA with a r@cugcc bacl(grou nd
through my Parcnts. I was born in Boston and have been rcsiding in Lgrm ever since. My backgrouncl is a
mix of being surrounded bg divcrsitg but also with low-income communities. | didn’t growup ina sing!e

gamilg house, but ’m grateFul to be living ina §~1Camilg house instead.



Starting mgjourney with AsAmSt was uncxpcctcd. I had been acc]uainted with a few facu Itg and students

tnrougn my sister before coming to UMB myselF in Fall 2014 1 did not immediatelg take my first course,
until my sopnomore year with Peter: SE Asians in the US (AsAmSt 2251). anough this class, | Produced
my first video Project about my parents’ migration—t]ﬁis later translated into me doing more work on
Khmer American identitg. As my AsAmSt classes Progressed, I decided to g0 back to my hobbies, but
learned to add a purpose behind Projects. will this be rePresentative of my communitg and/or myselmc? i
s0, how do I frame this in my own way? My identities now became a single description of wholam. I can be

queer, Khmer) androggnous, and a leader all at the same time.

I became the President of the Khmer Culture Association on campus and Produced a digital story
(AsAmst 370) Focusing on my coming out story -~ which won the Boston Asian American Film Festival
Shortwaves comPetition in 2018. Given the oPPortunities, I was also able to teach worlcsl'loPs on queer
iclentity in AsAmSt courses tnrough Kim Soun Ty and Linda Thiem. Without AsAmSt and everyone in that
office space, I dor’t think that 1 would have been able to comPlete these milestones. The space became
my second home and also held many conversations that shaped my Patl—l in this Program, whether

from Personal stories to Planning events.



Mg future Plans are continuing to work on Prcy'ccts of my interests and to prepare mgsc!F for graduate
school. Evcrgthing that AsAmSt has taught me, | Plan to use—to think cn’tica”g about what mcaningful

work is and how to hclp my own chosen ?amily/communitg.

Thisis still a process and not a Path that’s taken most often. But I'll be trying.
Stay lit, g’a”.

Thu Theresa Anh Tran

I am 2nd generation Vietnamese American born in Worcester, MA. | currcntlg reside in my hometown
Randolph, MA. | am the onlg daughtcr of David Dung Quang Tran and Hoa Nhon Le Tran and the
youngest sister of Khoa and Vu Tran. | graduatc with a major in Psgchologg and minor in Biologg and a
Program~o1c~studg in Asian American Studies. | hope to pursue a career in Event Management in the
future. 1 also Plan to stay involved with Vietnamese American Communit9 of Boston bg bcing Par‘t of the

Planning process for Tet in Boston and volunteering at Vietnamese Communit9 events.



Mg brother Vu, graduated from the AsAmSt Program~omc~study about 5 years ago and alwags Pushed for
me to take at least one Asian American Studies class. | always asked him, “But why?” He always said, 4
feel thatgou would rea”g like the classes and Plus, you getto learn more about who you are as an Asian
American. Who knows! Magbe you would end up liking them.” After talcing my first AsAmSt class, Intro to
Asian American Studies, in the fall semester of my sophomore year, it oPeneé up my eyes on wholamas a
Vietnamese American. Asian American Studies also made me feel more connected to my culture, and to
understand more in c{cPth about the trauma and Family historg that my parents have both been through. |
alwags knew my parents strugglcd migrating to America. However, | never knew the details in between
about their migration story. | decided to minor in Asian American Studies to learn more about WHY it is
crucial to think about dccP toPics such as mental health, {:amilg Agnamics, Familg exPectations, etc,
bcgond the surface level. I wanted to learn more about who 1 am and start havir\g more in-depth
conversations in the classroom and outside of the classroom with my friends and Familg. My involvement
with Asian American Studies has imPacted me as a student here at UMass Boston because it has made me
want to insPire my communit9 bﬂ going above and begond to think more, and to become more aware of
the imPorta nce of having these Personal, and imPortant conversations. During my time here at UMass
Boston, I have been heavilg involved with Vietnamese Student Association, and | alwags felt that it was
imPortant to have the members become more aware about Asian American Studies due to the learning

outcomes an individual can take out of it.

Asian American Studies has taugl'lt me more about cliversitg, culture, and community. Wherever I end up in
the Future, J Plan to lceeP the learning lessons, conversations, 1«39 Points, and memories | have gained from
Asian American Studies in the back of my head. 1 want to stay involved with Asian American Studies 139
lceePing in contact with Pro1cessors and attending some Asian American Studies events to show support.

This program has helPecl me become even more emPathetic, and that is a trait | will forever have now.

Megan Truong (5 4=1%)

First and foremost, | would like to say that beinga part of the Asian American Studies Program has been
sucha Privilege, and my gratitude towards the program is immense. | identhcg as a second generation
Chinese Vietnamese American, eldest of four daughters of relcugees, and the first in my Familg to attend a
1Cour~5ear university. | will graduate with a bachelor of science degree in biologg anda Program~o1c~study
in Asian American Studies. Being able to graduate from co”ege is not onlg for me, but for my Familg. | was
born and raised in Lawrence, Massachusetts where | was often the only Asian American student in the
classroom, bcing comParcd to Asian American actresses and actors who looked nothing like me, called
racial slurs, and outcasted until 1 was about 10 years old. Since both of my parents worked, I was often not
at home, but found solace with friends and the community around me who were ma_joritg Dominican
Americans. Through this, 1 was losing my own native tongue to sPcalc Cantonese Chinese as we continued
to move around the Lawrence area, but 1 was able to Pick up writing and sPcaking in SPanisH My Familg
decided to move to North Andover, Massachusetts, a majoritg Caucasian American community, in Pursuit

of better educational resources for my sisters and me. Beingin North Anclovcr, the racial slurs and



negativity towards Asians and Asian Americans were much worse. In my senior year at North Andover High
School, 1 decided to initiate a student organization along with my sister called the Asian Student
Association to promote cultural awareness and divcrsitg for everyone to feel welcome amongst our th
school commu nity. DcsPitc our intentions of inclusivitg, there was outrage across the school: “Whg are
you starting this? If you’re doing this, I'll start a white club.” The morning before our very first meeting, my
sister was able to catch a group of Caucasian freshmen boys who wrote white ppoweron one of our
Postcrs. At this Point, there had been countless racial terms dmcacing our Postcrs, but she was actua”g
able to catch them in the act red-handed. Urncortunatclg, onlg one bog was suspcndcd, while the rest
were let go. Two bogs, in Particu lar in that group, were the President and vice President of the freshman
class. | sPoke to the school suPerintendent about the issue, but shejust said, “This isn’t a witch hunt. we
will not suspend evergone.” From then on, | made sure that the club was loud and Proud, so I researched
all1 could on the history of Asian Americans, co”aborating with other student organizations, having

discussions in relation to colorism and other related issues.

I decided to pursue the AsAmSt program of studg because of my cxpcricncc in high school. What |

realized when I took Asian American Studies was that 1 had done so much research on Asian American
history in high school, but 1 didn't even think about the communities and spaces | take for grantcd,
including my own gamily’s history. My first-ever Asian American Studies course was Southeast Asians in

the US taught bg Son Ca Lam; this changed the Paradigm of what I knew. I learned so much about my



Family’s sacrifices to make it onto American soil, and this all started with small conversations with my own
mother. | never thougnt I would ever hear my mother’s reFugee storg. There were so many underlying

complexities, S0 every time she brought one topic up, she had to introduce anotherjust for more context.

After Son Ca’s course ended, 1 didn’t want this process of intentional c{ccP reflection and understanding
to stop. From then on, | decided to take on the Program~o1c~study in Asian American Studies along with
my major course rccluircmcnts. Throughout these courses, not onlg did 1 discover and rediscover my
familial past through communication with my mother, but also reclaimed my own carliest memories. | was
also able to aPP[9 methods and aspects of what 1 had learned from Asian American Studies to serve in
different lcac{crship Positions for student organizations on campus like the Pre-Dental Society. In the
course, Teaching and Lcarning in Asian American Studies (AsAmSt 498) taught bg Dr. Shirlcg Tang,
which had a focus on Chinese diasPoras, I decided to take on this oPPortunitH to cxP]ore more of the
ethnic Chinese part of me as | am Vietnamese Chinese American. For the first time ever, | flew on a Pla ne,
and my peers and I were able to attend and present at the national Asian Pacific Americans in Higher
Education (APAHE) conference. That Particular weekend haPPened to be during the traditional Ching
Ming holiclag to honor ancestors, and what made this triP even more sPecial to me was that | was able to
see my maternal granchcatner’s grave in California for the very first ime. He was Chinese, and married to
my granclmotner who was Vietnamese. He had Passed away before I was even born, but even S0, this was
an endearing moment for me. I was told that | was the second person of the second generation of kids
from our Familg from the East Coast to ever visit my grand?atner’s grave. That triP immensel9 imPactecl me

in Personal ways | never tnougnt of and reminded me to be thankful for everyone and evergtning.

Mg future Plans aren’t clear, but one of my long-term goals is to become a Pecliatric clentist; one who
won’t make patients uncomFortable, esgacia“g Patients of color and AAPIs. Because Pecliatric dentists
sPechCicang serve children and individuals with disabilities, | asPire to be cu]tura”y aware of these Patients’
concerns, and able to serve Patients ina resPechCul, meaning?u[ way. Growing up, my mom alwags
reminded my sisters and 1 about how beautiful our teeth are, in contrast to her exPerience growing up
when she didn’t have the lcnowleclge nor resources for simple oral health care. I know my mother, my
granclmotl’]er, and many of my relatives would never be able to smile as comcidently as|can, given that my
Familg was fortunate enoug}w to be able to afford oral health care here due to their harcl, laborious work
to survive in \/ietnam,journeg as reFugees, and build their lives here in America. I have observed my Familg
members’ hair tu rning gray far too quicug, and their hands wrinkled to the bone from exertion compa red
to others who didn’t have to work in difficu ltjobs. Since my gamily members used their manual c]ex’ceri’cg
skills for survival, I have oPPortunities and choices that my parents didr't have. The field of dentistrg
values manual clexteritg as an essential sl(i“, soitissucha Privilege for me to be able to pursue what I want
to do, when my parents, relatives, and granclparents didr’t have these same oPPortunities. | can applg this
skill in ways to empower Patients with a simPle smile, to enable individuals to smile as congidentlg aslcan.
And If dentistrg doesmt work out, Pub[ic health also interests me, thanks to the course Asian American
Health Practices and Cultures taught bg Dr. Mirjin Kim. This course oPenCd up new avenues for me to
address and serve AAPI health needs. Regardless, lam hoPing to use what I know through Asian

American Studies to serve communities that need resources.



Recognizing Graduate Student Contributions

PenhSamnang Kan (88 3618 AN ), M.S., Transnational Cultural
Community Studies (TCCS)

I am an international student from Cambodia, and a second~generation child of parents who survived the
genocide. I am the first person in my Familg to come to come to studg in the United States, thanks to the
School for Global Inclusion and Social Development (SGISD) and the Institute for Communitg Inclusion
where Iworked as a graduate student assistant in film Production and editing from 2015 to 2017. My first
master’s degree caPstone research Prcﬂect was an organizational case studg analgsis and an onginal 30-
minute documentarg film ?ocusing onthe historg, imPact, and future vision of the Documentation Center
of Cambodia (DC-Cam) in addressing memory,justice, and healing for PeoPle who survived the
Cambodian genocic{e. My second master’s degree capstone Project was through Transnational, Cultural
and Community Studies (TCCS) where | was addressing the intergenerational and creative cultural
exPression of three Cambodian men in the diasPora, Focusing on their historg, culture, and art. 1 have a
Passionate interest in the role of documentarg media and education in addressing the legac9 of trauma
and genocicﬂe in Cambodia and for the Cambodian c{iasPora. I have also actively worked with the digital
storgte“ing in Asian American Studies co~Production team under my 1Cacultg advisor, Dr. Shirleg Tang
since 2015. 1love to document and listen to stories because each story has its own beaut9 and meaning
that helPs us to learn and develoP ourselves through Pain, suggering,jog, anger, haPPiness, love,

confusion, survival, life, and death. 1 believe that these stories are a source for ma king change.




The AsAmSt Program has been very imPortant for me since | came to stuc{g in2015. The Program s my
home in the United States. 1 am luclcy enough to know and to work with Dr. Peter Kiang and Dr. Shirley
Tangas my suPer\/isor and my advisor. They Provicled me with so many oPPortunities towork as a
teaching assistant with several AsAmSt ProFessors and lecturers. | have been a teaching assistant to Dr.
Shirleg Tang since 2015, helping with such courses as AsAmSt 370 Asian American Media Literacg,
AsAmSt 420 Advanced ToPics in Asian American Studies: AANAPIS| Digital Media, AsAmSt 498
Teaching & Learning in Asian American Studies, and AsAmSt 2251 Southeast Asians in the U.S. was
alsoa teaching assistant for lecturer Kim Suon Ty for AsAmSt 270 Cambodian American Culture and
Communitg and AsAmSt 2251 Southeast Asians in the U.S. Kim has been a beautiful and Patient mentor,
too. From those courses | engage&, | learned, and I came to understand the Pain, the lhce, the survival, the
meaning, and the har&ships that those diasPoric People struggle with as theg attempt to find a real home
in the United States. The AsAmSt Program insPires me to do more, to grow critica”g, and to remind mgsehc
of the imPortance of beir\ga human in order to live in this world to&ag. It has allowed me to attain more
skills and innovation ideas, and insPireA me to document, to produce, to move, and to make a change
mgsel{:. Mg education at UMass Boston has helped me to grow critica”g and allowed me to understand
how I can aPPIy my knowledge and research skillsina very meaningful and useful way as a Producer to
make deeP, yet simple storgte“ing documentaries with messages that everyone in the audience can easilg

understand and connect with.

Mg caPstone Project in TCCS, a clocumentarg centered on oral historg that addresses the creative
cultural exPression of three generations of Cambodian men in the cliaspora, allows me to use all the
knowledge that I learned from the AsAmst Program to caPture the beautg of the intergenerational
cultural exPression that is somehow still missing, from the larger view, since not many People are interested
or want to do this kind of work. T]’lus, my suPer\/isor and advisor allowed me to address the ]’listorg and
evolution of the Cambodian &iaspora, since the culture mig]'l’c be lost if we don't preserve the beautiful art
that Khmer People have carried for thousands ofzyears. J try to document the struggles to define home in
the Cambodian cliaspora, the clﬂallenges of beinga biracial Camboclian, and the power and energy within
the Cambodian &iaspora to make change clespite the irjus’cice tl’ley endure since reset’cling in the United
States. After escaping from war and genocide that the UL.S. helpec] perpetuate, some families arrived here
almost 40 years ago, but still Fight to live, still Fight to survive, still suger, and still live in Pain.

| Plan togo back to Cambodia to carry the lcnowledge and stories that | have learned, esPeciang from the
AsAmSt Program. First, | want to share with the younger generation Cambodians who want to learn from
my exPerience. Second, being an international student is not easy, but the value that I will carry as an
international student in my country with two graduate degrees will enable me to exPand my Passion and
impact to document and Produce change in my Cambodian communitg which hungers for healing,
education, and development. Jwant to Produce more educational videos from a Cambodian Perspective in
the context of historg, art, culture, and language in order to be usable in the Cambodian diaspora
community, as well as to educate others about Cambodians and Cambodia. | hope | can continue to
collaborate with the AsAmst Program bg Providing some resources that the institution needs. And 1 am
Proud if some courses in the AsAmSt Program will use my Products in the future to share more with the

next generation of UMass Boston students.



Zainab Salcjwala, M.S., Transnational Cultural and Community Studies
(TCCS)

] graduated in 2017 with a BA in Psgchologg and minored in Asian American Studies and Sociologg. Asa
First~generation co“ege student, | was pretty lost in navigating undergrad life, and grad school was not a
fathomable realitg. But I went straight into grad school with the encouragement of my mentors and
without much inc]uiry due to my love for leamir\g. I quicklg recognized how severelg un&erprepare& Iwas in

navigating graduate~level unspolcen exPectations and workload.



I am forever grateFul for the level of depth that Asian America Studies curriculum and Pedagogg allowed
me to reflect mgsehc in my classroom Projects which I carried into grac{ school. My first year of grad
school, Helen Ngo, Madeline Le, Johrmy Vo, Katie Mai and | coordinated the Fall 2018 celebration of the
30th Anniversary of Asian American Studies. That oPPortunity not onlg gave me the abi litg to exercise my
leadership skills but to engage in the history and co-construction of the history of AsAmSt at UMB.
Doing workshops in Linda Thiem’s Asian Women In the (1.5 along with my capstone research reminded me
whg I decided to stay in higher education. Asian American Studies gave me the language, tools, and

histories to be able to advocate for Asian Americans and issues in spaces where they may be overlooked.

My graduate dcgree is for my parents, even if theg dor’t have any idea what gotmy c{egree in nor accept
me after. | pu rsued my degree to start the end of too many cgcles of intergenerational internalized
trauma. This one is for the closeted People, for my communities, my research articipantsj students of
color, queer Muslims, QTPOC, brown women who get silenced and sel1c~si|ence, for black and brown
bodies that dont get recognizec{, for students who never see themselves reflected in the curriculum, and
for all those deeplg hurt bg systems of oPPression. This one is for the kids who never made it. This one is

in honor of all the loved ones in my life who have Passed into another life.

Jam grat@cul and thankful for the love and su Pport through this rigorous process from the People and
Places that continue to be a Part of my life and those that are no longer a Part of my life. 1 am thankful for
those who reminded me of my Potential, resilience and gave me the space to amplhcy my/our voice. Thank
youto Asian American Studies, Dr. Peter Kiang, Tri Quach, Dr. Loan Dao. Thank you to Asian American
Student Success Program, Pratna Kem, Sara Boxe”, Joyce Wang, Frances Chow. Thank you to Academic
SuPPort Programs, Susan Irvings, Po“g Welsh, Michael LeBlanc, Meesh McCarthg, lan Drinkwater,
Kathleen Raddatz, and Khaitan Allen (thank you for all your suPPortive gestures and lceeping me sane).
Thank you to Transnational, Cultural and Communitg Studies, TCCS l:aculty and my TCCS Committee,
Dr. Karen Suyemoto, Dr. Aminah Pilgrim (hugs) and Dr. Connie Chow. Thankgou tomy research
teammates, Thanh Nguyen and Michelle Stuart. And the most heartfelt thank you goes out to my TCCS
cohort, Taina Teravainen, Jeannette Mejia, Mirlande Thermidor, 1zzie Villanueva, Allie Richmond, Grace
l:urtado, Penhsamnang Kan, Jimena Cascante, Fernanda Macec{o, Juan Blanco, Mgles Green, and
friends for alwags having my back, wiPing my tears and malcing me laugh. Thank you for never letting me
cluit.

My immediate Plans after grac{uation are to continue as a research assistant with the Honors Co”ege, co-
teach for Directions for Student Potential, and Possiblg become a Lecturer in the Fall. | hope to continue
socialjustice and ecluitg work whether it is within higher education institutions or outside of them.
Completing an undergraduate anc{/ ora gracluate degree is momentous, and| hoPe you celebrate that.

KceP going. KeeP growing.

“Todag | celebrate my strength. I have survived.” - Joan Larkin



2019 Chancellor’s Award for Disti nguishec] Teachi ng -~ Karen Suyemoto

We proudly applaud Dr. Karen L. Sugemoto as the 2019 recipient of the Chancellor's Award for
proudly app Y P

Distingu ished Teaching. Karen’s teaching and advising at all levels of undergra&uate and grac{uate
education, and her mentoring of students in the Clinical Psychologg doctoral program, in Particular, have
been higHy imPachCul and greatlg aPPreciated since 2000 when she was first hired in Psgchologg with a

joint aPPointment in Asian American Studies.

Among numerous contributions to AsAmSt, Karen Aesigne& and intentiona“g cross-listed one of her
early signature courses, Asian American Psychologg (Psych/AsAmSt 238) — both to model the
integrative, intersectional aPProacl-les of lﬂerjoint aPPointment and to attract diverse students from each
field who could develop shared interests in connecting the areas of Psgcho]ogg and mental health with
Asian American Populations and contexts. lnitia”y deve[ope& in 2004, it has been a consistently PoPular
and well-enrolled course for the Past 15 years. One of Karen’s unique ghcts has been her consistent
mentoring of Clinical Psychologg doctoral students in their own teaching of Psych/AsAmSt 2581 during
the past decade, incluéir\g Thanh Nguyen, Danielle Godon-Decoteau, Fanny Ng, and John Tawa. In Fall
2019, current doctoral student Noor Tahirkheli will offer the course for her first time, again with Karen’s

suPPort and suPervision.

Karen’s most recent, direct teaching in Asian American Studies was AsAmSt 200 Introduction to Asian
American Studies in 2015 (Photos above). Karen created this course origina“g in200%asa way of
introclucing students not on|9 to the academic field of Asian American Studies, but also to the extensive
resources and networks for cioing Asian American Studies sPechCicallg at UMass Boston. In her 2015
version of the cou rse, she enabled students to conduct research regarding the Past, Present, and future
imPacts of the Asian American Studies Program and to Prociuce posters for camPus~wicle exhibition —

some of which re-aPPearecl last year in corjunction with our 30+ year anniversarg exhibition.

For these and so many other reasons, we Prouc“y celebrate the universitg’s recognition of Karen’s

teaching career.



AsAmSt Program Sampling from 2018-2019

SGISD Homcplacc Transitions

Since becoming roated within the School for Global Inclusion & Social Developmcnt (SGISD) in 2014, AsAmSt
5t‘uclent‘s, s’t:a#, Facultg, and alumni have contributed in mulﬁplc ways to advance SGISD’s mission, Promcile, and
Pori:Folio, inclucling the Institute for Community Inclusion’s 2018 Tomodachi Lcaclcrship Training Program (ower
left), co-led by AsAmSt alumna Miwa Tanabe.

We aPPrcciatc the signhcicant‘ milcstoncs, ongoing support, and fresh oPPoﬁ:unit‘ics 5ignalccl bg the retirement of
SGISD FounclingDcan, Bill Kiernan (ower right) , and the administrative transition of SGISD as a robust unit within
the Coﬂcgc of Education & Human Dcvc[opment, led by Dean Joe Berger (uPPcr righ’t:) .

Renowned UCLA Pro{:cssor Mitchell Chang’ s return visit in Fall 2018 to lccgnotc the Zith annivcrsarg celebration of
UMB’s Highcr Education doctoral program also served to remind us that Mitch (uPPcr left) was one of the UMB
Facultg at the time who co-authored our Proposal to have the Asian American Studies Program {:orrnally aPProvecl
l:)g univcrsity governance as one of the carnPus’s first mplicitlg-intcrcoﬂcgjatc academic units dun’ng the 1990s.



Community in the Curriculum

Community leaders such as AsAmSt alumna, Jenny Chiang, Executive Director of the Massachusetts Asian
American Commission, supervised students from Kim Soun Ty’s SPring 2019 AsAmSt 390 Communitg lntemship
course, as did UMB alumna Shinobu Ando (AACA), Carolgn Chou and Kevin Lam (AARW), and others. One of
numerous 5Peal<er5 throughout the year in AsAmSt caurses and events, The Honarable Tram Ngugen, the first
elected Vietnamese American state legislator in MA, Postecl about her visit to Loan Dao’s SPring 2019 course,
AsAmSt 250G Rise upl Asian American Leadersh iP and Social Changc

(A& Tram Nguyen is at UMass Boston.
\ @ February 19 - Boston - &

Pleasure meeting the students of Dr. Dao's Asian American studies class on
February 19th, the Day of Remembrance commemorating internment of
Japanese Americans. We can't let history repeat itself by allowing our
government to treat certain groups as less than. We need to continue to
celebrate the contributions that immigrants have made to our great nation.
Thanks for the insightful discussion.




Community-f:ngagec] Research and Practice

CNHS Prof. Haeok Lee with SPring 2019 students in AsAmSt 345 Asian American Cultures and Health Practices
at the Viethamese American Community Center in Dorchester to conduct blood pressure screenings with elders.

Cedric Woods and Lorna Rivera, Directors of the Institute for New Englancl Native American Studies and the
Gastén lnstitute,joinecl AsAmSt Prof. Shirley Tang at the Office of Community Partnership’s 2019 Fireside Chat.

Asian Americans live in communities
throughout Greater Boston.

Institute for Asian American Studies Director, Paul Watana]ae, Presented “Asian Americans in Greater Boston:
Builcling(:ommuniﬁes Old and New,” ca-authored with Shauna Lo, for the 2019 report, C/Janghgl:accs of
Greater Boston, commissioned by the Boston Foundation.



APAHE 2019 and Continuing AANAPISI Lcac]crship

Throug{-l generous AANAPIS] Fundingsupport, nine students in Shirlcg Tang's course, AsAmSt 498 Tcaching&
Learning in Asian American Studies - Chinese DiasPora and AANAPISS Lcaclcrship, traveled with Kim Soun Ty,
Miwa Tanabc, and AASSP staff to Oakland to present two Panc|s atthe APri| 2019 national Asian Pacific
Americans in Highcr Education (APAHE) conference. AASSP Assistant Director and AsAmSt alumnus, Pratna
Kem, delivered a Plcnarg Pchormancc poem to open the conference. Mcanwhilc, Sara Boxell (below with Tri
Quach) served her first year as AASSP Director, Following the 2018 retirement of Founding dircctor, Pat Neilson
(below with CEHD Associate Dean for R@scarch, Takuga Minami).




) "..-'| E

After the APAHE conference, AsAmSt 498 students visited the historic Angel Island immigration detention center
with Sam lLee, a volunteer bilingual docent and Asian American Studies master’s student from San Francisco State
University. Their bilingual field triP re-traced the first visit to Angel Island bg UMB AsAmSt students and {:acultg
in1992, Fo”owingt‘heir own Prcsent‘ations at a national Asian American Studies conference in San Jose.



Rcmcmbcring Chancellor Shcn‘y Penney

\

B/W Photos froma 1993 campus/communfty forum on the State of Asian Pacific America: Policy lssues to the Year
2020; color Photos from the 1992 launch of the Fund for Asian American Stuclies, Prior to the creation of the
Institute for Asian American Studies and the exPansion of Asian American Studies courses in the curriculum.

In mourning the tragica”y uncxpcctcd deaths of former Chancellor Sherrg H. Penncg and her
husband, MIT emeritus Prmccssor, Jim Livingston, at their Florida home in May, we sharea ProFound
sense of loss, love, and aPPrcciation. Dr. Penney was the ceiling~brea1<ing first woman to serve as
Chancellor at UMass Boston, and the lor\gcst~servi ng, Chancellorin campus historg. Sherrg arrived at
UMass Boston in Summer 1988 — just as the initial cluster of Asian American Studies courses (AsAmSt
223,225,228, and 423) was bcing taught with support from the William Joiner Center. Over the next few
years, while dcaling with the dccpcst budgct cuts ever imPoscd against the state’s Public highcr
education system, Shcrrg was also well-aware of the intense cha”cnges Facing the diverse, rapiélg
growing Asian American PoPulation in metro Boston, csPcciallg among second wave reFugees from
Southeast Asia. She celebrated the creation of the Institute for Asian American Studies in 1 993, and
established the first dedicated Funding account for AsAmSt in the annual campus bu&get allocation
rocess — which remained foundational over the next two decades. The above images document two
Public moments when Sherrgjoined usin Proudlg claiming and modeling our commitment and caPacitg
as “the communitg’s universitg” — 15+ years before our successful collaborative efforts to gain federal
AANAPIS] designation and to generate over $5.4 million in US DePt of Education AANAPIS| awards.



The Asian American Studies Program recognizes with aPPreciation:

e Steve Ward, whose career~iong dedicated service within UMB’s Institutional Advancement division neipeci to
sustain reciprocai, nignig~engageci reiationships with AsAmSt alumni in ways that are irreplaceable;

e Kamal Bawa, Distinguisned Professor of Biologg and one of UMB’s most senior Asian American Facultg,

who was elected in 2019 to the American Phiiosopnical Society, the oldest learned society in the U.S.;

e Denise Knor, Assistant Professor of American Studies, whose recent|5~designed and cross-listed
course, Asian American Cinema (AMST/AsAmSt 315L), was suppor‘tecl }35 a Mellon Foundation High~
lmpact Humanities mini-grant and approved bg UMD governance with the Possibilitg of being offered in
2019-2020;

e PeterKiang and the AsAmSt Program for receiving, the 2018 Sojourner Award from the Chinese Historical
Society of New England (CHSNE) for iong—term contributions to the Chinese American community;

e Honors Co”ege F‘ounding Dean Rajini Srikanth and Women’s and Gender Studies Department Chair
Elora Chowdnurg, whose co-edited first edition of /nferc/lﬁsctp inary Approacﬁes to Human R[g/n‘s:
History, Politics, Practice was Pubiisheci bg Routiecige in November 2018

e Karen Sugemoto, who was named as a F‘u”nrignt Scholar to teach and conduct research on etnnicity,

race, and migration at Malmé University in Sweden cluring 2020;

e Linda Thiem, AsAmSt instructor and alumna, who joined the AANAPIS] grant~Funded Program for Asian
American Student Advancement (PAASA) at Middlesex Communitg Co”ege in Lowell as their Program
Specialist in January 2019;

. Jocelgn Lee, master’s student in the Historical Archaeologlj program, whois working closely with
Boston’s City Arcnaeoiogist, Joe Bagieg, to conduct the first ever arcnaeoiogical dig in a northeastern
Cninatown, beginning in Julg 2019 at 6 Hudson Street in Boston;

e Mr. Stanley Chen and icamilg for enabling the SCCS program to further expanci in Proviciing valuable
scholarship suPPort for community—minciecl AsAmSt students. Of 38 students who have received
support ciuring the Past nine years, 3l have successmcu”H graciuated, one withdrew from UMDB, and six are

currentlg matriculated.

o Al icacultg and invited speakers who taugrit and Presentecl in AsAmSt courses duri ng, 2018-19, and
everyone involved with our US Department of Education AANAPISI Program—icunded Asian American
Student Success Program led 135 Sara Boxell with co-Pls Joan Becker, Peter Kiang, Paul Wa’canabe, and
Snirleg Tang and core staff Pratna Kem, Frances Cnow, and Karen Chi.

For more inicormation, visit UMB’s Asian American Studies Program at www.umb.edu/asamst

and the Asian American Student Success Program at nttP://www.umb.edu/academics/vPass/aassP.
if able, Please consider contributing to the Asian American Studies Program CaPacitg Fund:
http://www.alumni.umb.edu/AsAmStﬁO.




